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Announcing the
Global Forum on Urban and Regional Resilience
at Virginia Tech
In the aftermath of a catastrophic event, community resiliency is more
than just a goal – it is a necessity for a healthy physical, social, and economic
recovery. But viewed as complex adaptive systems, cities and metropolitan
regions are not inherently resilient. Public policies, regional characteristics,
political and physical boundaries, fear of risk, and failure to plan may
impede a region’s readiness for resilience. Furthermore, resiliency factors
discussed inside university centers and at tabletop exercises may not
always implement successfully in practice.
The Global Forum on Urban and Regional Resilience, a presidential initiative
at Virginia Tech, will work to bridge research to policy and practice in order to
address risk and build resiliency at regional and urban scales in a global context. Its mission is to contribute to new and dynamic ecologies of resilience
by connecting nodes of excellence globally.
The organization will act as a locus of discussion surrounding the role of
universities’ curricula and research agendas with a focus on key global
strategic issues such as the interdependencies among critical physical,
social, economic and political infrastructures in nations, regions, cities, and
communities. Additionally, the organization will support trans-disciplinary
research on the important aspects of resiliency and will bridge that knowledge
to action by publishing background papers on critical issues, organizing workshops, and creating online knowledge platforms to help shape strategic
directions for universities and private-public partnerships.
The Global Forum on Urban and Regional Resilience will seek to advance
the principles of a new, resilient ecology of cities and regions in three ways:
•

Knowledge Generation by fostering original research across a
broad range of disciplines

•

Knowledge Translation by translating ideas and technologies
from “the lab” to “world” through Living Labs

•

Knowledge Dissemination by supporting the dissemination of
knowledge through various channels

If you are interested in learning more or inquiring how you can partner
with the Global Forum on Urban and Regional Resilience, we invite you
to contact the directors:

Dr. Jim Bohland

Dr. Paul Knox

Dr. John Harrald

jayjon@vt.edu

knox@vt.edu

jharrald@vt.edu

Tel: +1-540-231-8320
Ofﬁces in Blacksburg, Virginia, USA adjacent to the Virginia Tech campus
and in Arlington, Virginia, USA just outside the nation’s capital at the Virginia
Tech Research Center – Arlington.
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The ‘Living Lab’ – a real-word research environment that
integrates co-creation, exploration, testing, analysis, and
innovation in operational settings – exploits Virginia Tech’s
presence in the National Capital Region (NCR) to link university researchers to local agencies and community leaders
and to provide our students with hands-on and minds-on
immersion in signiﬁcant real-world problems as part of their
educational experience. Through Virginia Tech’s partnership
with local government and industry, our students learn while
immersed in the operational systems that sustain a thriving
metropolis, mentored by our faculty and professionals and
employing the nation’s capital as their personal laboratory.
Piloted with Arlington County as an expansion of our proven internship model, Living Lab programs are available for
select cohorts of students in areas of study directly relevant
to governance, social welfare, security, critical infrastructure,
and community resilience.

County

“The strength of Arlington’s
economy is in the wealth of
partnerships with academia,
public, private, and non-proﬁt
associates. Establishing this
collaboration with Virginia
Tech—where evaluation and
analysis, examination and testing become the norm in local
government—propels Arlington
forward and builds a pipeline of
professionals experienced and
trained to employ cross-sector
analysis and examination, fostering a community immersed
in the practice of scholarship
and assessment.”
–Terry Holzheimer
Director, Arlington
Economic Development
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BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS
One of the goals of the Global Forum on Urban and Regional Resilience is to create a network of partners, collaborators, and research colleagues in the resiliency domain.
This network will enable centers of excellence to share
ideas and resources so as to advance the science and
practice of developing more resilient places. Building the
network has begun with the following organizations.
The Global Risk Forum Davos aims at serving as a center of knowledge and know-how exchange for the application of contemporary risk management strategies, tools
and practical solutions. Thus, GRF Davos aims at reducing vulnerability for all types of risks and disasters to protect life, property, environment, critical infrastructure and
all means of business for the worldwide community on a
sustainable basis. For more information about the Global
Risk Forum Davos, please visit www.grforum.org/.
The Chesapeake Crescent Initiative (CCI) is a regional
collaborative to advance innovation in energy, life sciences and security in the “Chesapeake Crescent” Region of
Virginia, Maryland, Delaware and the District of Columbia. Chaired by the Governors of Maryland, Virginia, and
Delaware as well as the Mayor of the District of Columbia,
CCI’s leadership includes Federal government agencies,
state and local government leaders, major private sector
companies as well as academic institutions. For more
information about CCI, please visit www.chesapeakecrescent.org.
The Comparative Urban Studies Project (CUSP),
Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars:
The Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars is the
living, national memorial to President Wilson established
by Congress in 1968 and headquartered in Washington,
D.C. It is a nonpartisan institution, supported by public and
private funds, engaged in the study of national and world
affairs. The Wilson Center establishes and maintains
a neutral forum for free, open, and informed dialogue.
The Center commemorates the ideals and concerns of
Woodrow Wilson by: providing a link between the world
of ideas and the world of policy; and fostering research,
study, discussion, and collaboration among a full spectrum of individuals concerned with policy and scholarship
in national and world affairs. www.wilsoncenter.org
UDEL Disaster Research Center (DRC) - DRC is located at the University of Delaware in Newark, DE, USA. With
ﬁfty years of experience, DRC is widely recognized as
one of the pioneering institutions in the area of disaster research. In particular, DRC is known for providing
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insights into human behavioral and social scientiﬁc
issues; for the development of new research methodologies; for our commitment to graduate and undergraduate
research training; and for our portfolio of over 600 ﬁeld
studies in the aftermath of disasters, catastrophes, and
community crises. DRC is strongly interdisciplinary with
core and afﬁliated faculty representing such areas as
engineering, geography, sociology, history, political science, public policy, and English. DRC’s faculty members
are commonly called upon by local, national, and international governments as well as the news media for consultation
and commentary on critical contemporary events and issues related to disasters and emergency management.
The E.L. Quarantelli Resource Collection contains some
60,000 titles on all aspects of disaster. More information
about the Disaster Research Center may be found at
www.udel.edu/DRC
The Meridian Institute: Established in 1997, the Meridian Institute is a not-for-proﬁt organization with ofﬁces
in Colorado and Washington, DC. Meridian professionals
combine extensive experience in collaborative process
design, deep substantive knowledge, and proven mediation skills to help people engaged in society’s toughest
issues solve problems and make informed decisions. The
Community and Regional Resilience Institute (CARRI) has
been part of the Meridian Institute since October 2011
levering both organizations’ deep expertise in building
collaborative foundations for resilience and stability. For
more information about the Meridian Institute please visit
www.merid.org.
Arlington is an urban county of about 26 square miles
located directly across the Potomac River from Washington, D.C. Arlington has an estimated population of
212,900. As one of the most densely populated jurisdictions
in the country, Arlington continues to support nationally recognized smart growth principles. Arlington’s population
is racially, ethnically, and culturally diverse and the county is the most educated county in the Nation. Arlington
is the home to the Virginia Tech Research Center-Arlington and is the site of a joint VT-Arlington Living Lab that
explores innovations in education, emergency management, and resiliency. Arlington County’s website may be
found at www.arlingtonva.us
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Building A New Ecology for Resilience
The Global Forum on Urban and Regional Resilience
(GFURR) at Virginia Tech exists to bridge research to policy and practice in order to address risk and build resiliency at regional and urban scales in a global con-text. Its
mission is to contribute to new and dynamic ecologies of
resilience by connecting nodes of excellence globally.
GFURR’s approach to resilience is grounded on four fundamental dimensions:
Trans-Disciplinary Knowledge Generation
Trans-Sector Interdependencies
Trans-Jurisdictional Practices
Trans-Global Understandings
Trans-Disciplinary Knowledge Generation and Translation
Understanding and managing the complexities of today’s risk
environments requires a broad range of disciplines and teams
of researchers that work together to generate new tools, methodologies, knowledge, and practices that can mitigate risks,
respond thoughtfully to new and unanticipated stressors, and
assist cities and regions to adapt successfully to episodic and
incremental events.
Trans-Sector Interdependencies
Building resiliency in cities and regions must pivot away
from reliance on government policies and actions to an
ecology that creates new interdependencies among governments, research organizations, and the private sector.
The outcomes of the new ecology of resilience must be
measured by both public safety and security and by economic progress. Building resiliency is an investment in
long-term economic prosperity.
Trans-Jurisdictional Practices
Successful resiliency-building efforts require a system of
shared values, shared responsibilities and shared beneﬁts though and across all levels of governance and at all
scales: national, regional, state or provincial, metropolitan
and rural, district and neighborhood. GFURR recognizes
that to identify and establish those shared elements requires new perspectives.
Trans-Global Understandings
The intensity of global interdependence and the speed at
which events move through global networks requires us
to bear in mind that our vulnerabilities are shared globally and that solutions will evolve through the international
sharing of ideas and approaches to resiliency. Resiliency
requires openness to the world.
Acting on Principles
The Global Forum on Urban and Regional Resilience
(GFURR) seeks to advance the principles of a new, resilient ecology of cites and regions in three ways:
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Knowledge Generation
GFURR fosters original research across a broad range
of disciplines and facilitates the formation of trans-disciplinary teams to engage in research and scholarship on
subjects where Virginia Tech has established expertise. The
research capacity for resiliency research at Virginia Tech is
wide ranging, with signiﬁcant depth in a number of topical
areas.
Knowledge Translation
The translation of ideas and technologies from “the lab” to
“the world” has too frequently been unidirectional. For resiliency a new model must be adopted: one that emphasizes real-time interactions among scientists and practitioners
where learning and translation are interdependent. GFURR
believes that Living Labs can foster the co-generation of
knowledge and practice more effectively and quicker than
traditional approaches. Additionally, translation of new technologies to the market requires establishing and maintaining

strong linkages between research organizations and the
private sector. Resiliency will only become the norm when
it is viewed as a beneﬁt rather than a cost to society and
when the economic advantages of resiliency efforts are
recognized. GFURR believes that innovation and entrepreneurialism must be part of the new ecology of cities
and regions.
Knowledge Dissemination
GFURR supports the dissemination of knowledge
through a number of channels. International conferences
that connect nodes of excellence are an integral part of
its mission. Workshops on speciﬁc themes and practices will be held at Virginia Tech sites in the United States,
Europe, and Asia. Web sites that are portals to knowledge on resiliency across nodes of excellence globally will
enable managers, researchers, and government ofﬁcials
to access relevant information in a timely manner.

Research Subjects:
Globalization
IT and Social
Media
Risk and Vulnerability
Assessment & Mitigation

Supply Chain
System Security
Disaster
Response
& Recovery

Public Policy
Complex
Adaptive
Systems
Urban Design
and Planning

Critical
Infrastructure

Cyber Security
Socio-Technical
Networks
Failure Analysis

Urbanization

Sustainability
Translation of Technical
Systems to Market & Government

Economic
Resiliency

Community
Resiliency
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Dr. James (Jim) Bohland is
co-director of the Global Forum
ofﬁce and is the interim vice
president and executive director
of Virginia Tech’s National Capital Region (NCR) Operations. In
this position, he works with the
NCR senior management team
to develop and implement new
strategic research directions,
including a new major initiative
on resilience that is part of the
university’s ﬁve year plan. Dr.
Bohland served as chair of the Urban Affairs and Planning program from 1984 to 1995. He was the founding
director of the School of Public and International Affairs
and served in that capacity until the spring of 2001. From
August 2000 to August 2001 he served as interim provost for Virginia Tech and in September 2001, he was
appointed Senior Fellow for Biomedical, Bioengineering,
and Health Projects by the university, a position he held
until 2005. From 2000 to 2008, he served as director of
the Institute for Community Health. He earned a Ph.D. in
geography from the University of Georgia and accepted a
position at the University of Oklahoma, where he stayed
until joining the faculty at Virginia Tech in 1980. Dr. Bohland’s research interests are community and population
health in the social aspects of information technology
and in approaches to building resilience across sectors.
Bohland has authored more than 75 referred articles,
book chapters, and technical reports on topics ranging
from community health, digital divide, and resilience. He
has received grants from NSF, Exxon, National Telecommunications and Information Agency, NIH and NASA. Dr.
Bohland may be contacted at jayjon@vt.edu
Dr. Paul Knox is co-director of
the Global Forum and is also a
University Distinguished Professor and Senior Fellow for
International Advancement, reporting directly to the university
president. Between 1997 and
2006 Dr. Knox served as Dean
of the College of Architecture
and Urban Studies. In 2009 he
served as director of the Virginia
Bioinformatics Institute. Recent
books include Palimpsests: Biographies of 50 City Districts (Birkhäuser Verlag, Basel,
2012), Urbanization (3rd ed., Prentice Hall, 2011), Cities
and Design (Routledge, 2010), Small Town Sustainability (Birkhäuser Verlag, Basel, 2009), and Metroburbia,
USA (Rutgers University Press, 2008). He is a member

Global Forum on Urban and Regional Resilience | THE TEAM

of the editorial board of seven international journals and
has served as co-editor of Environment and Planning A,
co-editor of the Journal of Urban Affairs, and book review
editor for Environment & Planning C: Government & Policy.
He is a Trustee Emeritus of the Virginia Center for Architecture and a member of Virginia Tech’s Ut Prosim Society.
Knox has received numerous honors and awards, including
the founding National Honor Roll of the Urban Affairs Association, the 2008 Distinguished Scholarship Award of the
Association of American Geographers, the Textbook Excellence Award for the Humanities and Social Sciences, Text
and Academic Authors Association, for World Regions in
Global Context: Peoples, Places, and Environments, with
Sallie Marston and Diana Liverman in 2005; honorary membership in the American Institute of Architects, for services
to the profession in 2000; the Textbook Excellence Award
for the Humanities and Social Sciences, Text and Academic Authors Association, for Human Geography, with Sallie
Marston in 1999; the Association of Collegiate Schools of
Architecture Service Award in 1999; and the Virginia Social
Science Association Scholar Award “For Expanding Horizons of Knowledge in Geography” in 1998. Dr. Knox may be
contacted at knox@vt.edu
Dr. John (Jack) Harrald Dr. John
Harrald is a research professor
and associate director of Global Forum on Urban and Regional
Resilience for the National Capital Region at Virginia Tech. He is a
Professor Emeritus of Engineering
Management and Systems Engineering at the George Washington University and the Co-Director
Emeritus of The GWU Institute for
Crisis, Disaster, and Risk Management. Dr. Harrald is a member and
past Chair of the National Research Council Disasters Roundtable Steering Committee, is a member of the Talbot County
Maryland Emergency Services Advisory Board and the Cook
Inlet Risk Advisory Board. He has served as a member of
the FEMA/Red Cross Mass Care Council, and as a member

of the Center for Disease Control and Prevention’s Board
of Scientiﬁc Counselors. He was the founding executive
editor of the Journal of Homeland Security and Emergency Management, is a Past President of The International Emergency Management Society (TIEMS), and was
associate director of the LSU/GWU National Ports and
Waterways Institute. He has been engaged in the ﬁelds
of emergency and crisis management and maritime
safety and security as a researcher in his academic career and as a practitioner during his 22 year career as a
U.S. Coast Guard ofﬁcer, retiring in the grade of Captain.
Dr. Harrald received his B.S. from the U.S. Coast Guard
Academy, a M.A.L.S. from Wesleyan University, a M.S.
from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology where he
was an Alfred P. Sloan Fellow, and an MBA and Ph.D.
from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. Dr. Harrald may be
contacted at Jharrald @vt.edu
Christine Haimann is the ofﬁce
manager/program coordinator
of the Global Forum ofﬁce.
Christine will report directly to
the co-directors of the forum
and will be in charge of all administrative and ﬁscal duties for
the ofﬁce. Christine has a bachelor’s degree in Organizational
Management and Development
and is a Certiﬁed Administrative
Professional. Christine may be
reached at chaimann@vt.edu.

